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The Cambridge English Scale 
 

 
 
The Cambridge English Scale is a range of scores 
used to report results for Cambridge English exams. 
The scores replace the candidate profile and 
standardised scores. Grades and Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) 
levels are retained. Scale scores make clear the 
alignment of our exams with each other, and with the 
CEFR. 
 
Cambridge English: First, First for Schools, Advanced 
and Proficiency have reported on the scale since 
January 2015. Cambridge English: Key, Key for 
Schools, Preliminary, Preliminary for Schools and 
Business Certificates will be added to the scale in 
February 2016. 
 
Candidate results 
Candidates continue to receive a Statement of 
Results and a certificate. Both contain the 
candidate’s: 
• score on the Cambridge English Scale for each of 

the four skills (Reading, Writing, Listening and 
Speaking) and Use of English where tested* 

• score on the Cambridge English Scale for the 
overall exam 

• grade for the overall exam 
• CEFR level for the overall exam. 

In addition, the certificate contains the UK National 
Qualifications Framework (NQF) level. 
 
Determining the Cambridge English Scale scores 
In all exams, other than Cambridge English: Key and 
Key for Schools*, candidates receive a Cambridge 
English Scale score for each skill – Reading, Writing, 
Listening and Speaking. Where tested, candidates 
also get a separate score for Use of English. 
 
 
 
 
*For Cambridge English: Key and Key for Schools, candidates receive three 

scores, one for each paper (Reading & Writing, Listening and Speaking).  
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剑桥英语分数量表是一个由低到高的分数范围，用于报告

剑桥英语各项考试的考试成绩。量表分数将取代现行的标

准化分数和考生能力概要。成绩级别（Grade）和欧洲语

言共同参考框架（CEFR）等级予以保留。量表分数将使

剑桥英语各项考试彼此之间，以及与CEFR之间的比照更

加清晰。

FCE, FCE for Schools, CAE和CPE考试自2015年1月起率先使

用剑桥英语分数量表分数报告成绩。KET, KET for Schools, 

PET, PET for Schools和BEC考试将从2016年2月起使用量表

分数报告成绩。

考生成绩

考生仍将收到考试成绩单和证书，两者都包含以下信息：

● 以剑桥英语分数量表分数报告的阅读、写作、听力和口 

 语的单项技能成绩及英语应用*的成绩，如果该项考试 

 含有“英语应用”部分。

● 以剑桥英语分数量表分数报告的总成绩

● 以级别（Grade）表示的总成绩

● 总成绩对应的CEFR级别

此外，证书中还包含考生成绩对应的英国国家资格框架

（NQF）级别。

确定剑桥英语分数量表的分数

除KET和KET for Schools*考试，其他考试的考生都将收到

以剑桥英语分数量表分数报告的阅读、写作、听力和口语

的单项技能成绩以及英语应用的成绩，如果该项考试含有

“英语应用”部分。

*  对于KET和KET for Schools考试，考生将会收到三项分数，即阅读&写 
 作、听力和口语的分数。

剑桥英语分数量表
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The overall score is calculated by averaging the 
individual scores a candidate receives. In Cambridge 
English: Key, the score for the Reading & Writing 
paper is doubled to account for the double weighting 
of this paper.  
 
The grades and CEFR levels are defined at specific 
points on the Cambridge English Scale. For example, 
a Cambridge English Scale score of 195 in 
Cambridge English: Advanced represents a grade B, 
and also indicates that the candidate is at Level C1. 
 
Relating scores between exams 
The Cambridge English Scale represents 
performance across a wider range of language ability 
than any single exam. Each exam is mapped to a 
section of the scale. 
 
Although Cambridge English exams are targeted at a 
specific level (Cambridge English: First at Level B2, 
for example) there is a degree of overlap between 
exams at adjacent levels. The new Cambridge 
English Scale shows where the exams overlap and 
how performance on one exam relates to 
performance on another. 
 
The diagram overleaf shows that a candidate who 
scores 182 in Cambridge English: First will be 
expected to achieve a similar score in Cambridge 
English: Advanced. 
 
The scores reported for each exam range from: 
• 82 to 150 for Cambridge English: Key 
• 102 to 170 for Cambridge English: Preliminary 
• 122 to 190 for Cambridge English: First 
• 142 to 210 for Cambridge English: Advanced 
• 162 to 230 for Cambridge English: Proficiency 
• 102 to 170 for Cambridge English: Business 

Preliminary 
• 122 to 190 for Cambridge English: Business 

Vantage 
• 142 to 210 for Cambridge English: Business 

Higher. 

Our extensive research over many years means that 
we can be confident that candidates who achieve the 
same Cambridge English Scale score in different 
exams show a comparable level of ability. The 
alignment of our exams is an integral part of our test 
construction procedures as well as the rating scales 
we use to assess performance.  
 

An example of how the scale works 
The example below shows the relationship between 
the CEFR levels, the Cambridge English Scale and 
the grades awarded in Cambridge English: Advanced.  
 

 
 
A candidate scoring 200 to 210 will receive a grade A 
and a Cambridge English: Advanced certificate 
stating that they demonstrated ability at Level C2. The 
maximum achievable score for Cambridge English: 
Advanced is 210. 
 
Candidates with scores from 193 to 199 will receive a 
grade B. Those scoring between180 and 192 will 
receive a grade C. These candidates will receive a 
Cambridge English: Advanced certificate at Level C1. 
 
Candidates who score between 160 and 179 will 
receive a Cambridge English certificate stating they 
demonstrated ability at Level B2. 
 
Candidates scoring between 142 and 159 will not 
receive a certificate, but will be given a Cambridge 
English Scale score which will be shown on the 
Statement of Results.  
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各单项技能得分的平均分即为考试总分。对于KET和KET 

for Schools考试，由于阅读&写作是一张试卷，得分占总

分权重的百分之五十。

各个Grade和CEFR级别对应剑桥英语分数量表的特定分数

段。例如，考生在CAE考试中取得了195分，则相应地获

得Grade B，达到CEFR C1水平。

各种剑桥英语考试之间的分数关联

与任何单项考试相比，剑桥英语分数量表能反映出更广泛

的语言能力水平。每项剑桥英语考试成绩对应于剑桥英语

分数量表的一个特定分数区段。

尽管每项剑桥英语考试针对一个特定级别（例如，FCE考

试相当于B2级），但相邻级别考试之间有一定程度的重

叠。剑桥英语分数量表可以说明在哪些地方有重叠，以及

一项考试与另一项考试成绩如何相对应。

根据图示，在FCE考试中取得182分的考生有望在CAE中获

得近似的分数。

每项考试对应的剑桥英语分数量表的分数范围为：

● KET：82至150分

● PET：102至170分

● FCE：122至190分

● CAE：142至210分

● CPE：162至230分

● BEC Preliminary：102至170分

● BEC Vantage：122至190分

● BEC Higher：142至210分

经过多年的广泛研究，我们相信在不同剑桥英语考试中取

得剑桥英语分数量表同样分数的考生有同等水平的英语能

力。剑桥英语考试之间的成绩校准不仅是我们构建试卷的

重要组成部分，也是考生成绩评定的不可或缺的内容。

示例：如何使用量表

下面的例子说明了CEFR级别、剑桥英语分数量表与CAE考

试成绩级别之间的关系。

得分为200 - 210的考生将会取得Grade A，并会获得证

书，其中说明该考生已被证明拥有CEFR C2级别能力。CAE

考试的最高分数为210。

得分为193 - 199的考生将会取得Grade B。得分为180 - 192

的考生将会取得Grade C。这些考生也将会获得证书，其

中说明该考生已被证明拥有CEFR C1级别。

得分为160 - 179的考生将会获得说明他们已被证明拥有

CEFR B2级别能力的证书。

得分为142 - 159的考生不会获得证书，但是他们的成绩单

会说明其取得的剑桥英语分数量表的分数。


